APPENDIX 3 SOUNDNESS TESTS FOR THE CARMARTHENSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – PREFERRED STRATEGY

Consistency Tests

C3 Regard to the Wales Spatial Plan

· Does the plan contain any policies or proposals not consistent with the broad strategies of the Wales Spatial Plan?  

Comment

· The strategy takes account of the Wales Spatial Plan Update and this is supported. It is uncertain whether tourism focus identified for Pendine (as well as Laugharne) is emphasised sufficiently.  Perhaps this will come through in the Deposit Plan.       
· Does the plan take account of relevant area collaborative work undertaken for the WSP? 

· The Complimentarity Study is currently being finalised and should assist in the drafting of the Deposit Plan. 
Coherence and Effectiveness Tests

CE1 The Plan sets out a coherent strategy from which its policies and allocations logically flow and, where cross boundary issues are relevant, it is compatible with the development plans prepared by neighbouring authorities.

· Is it clear how the plan relates to those prepared by neighbouring authorities and how cross-boundary issues have been addressed?   
Comment 
· Affordable Housing: It is noted that a new Local Housing Market Assessment is being undertaken. It is also noted that there are concerns with the methodology used for the current Local Housing Market Assessment.  It is appreciated that further work is needed on assessing overall housing provision and defining affordable housing need for the Deposit Plan. Please note this National Park Authority also has difficulties in seeking to achieve its own affordable housing need.     

· Minerals:   The Carmarthenshire approach encompasses a commitment to ensure an adequate aggregates landbank, and to safeguard areas of sand and gravel, high quality hard rock and coal in accordance with national guidance.  This is supported.  However, the National Park Authority would request, as per the Regional Technical Statement, an explicit reference recognising that Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire County Council, Ceredigion County Council and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, forming the sub-regional minerals group, are currently in discussions to see how the sand and gravel output currently met from reserves within the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park can be sourced from outside the Park area. 
· National Park designation: As with previous plans prepared by Carmarthen it would be helpful if the Plan included reference to the special role its neighbouring National Park authorities play and confirmation that the Council will have regard to National Park purposes, with conservation taking priority, in determining applications which affect land in the National Park, in line with the provisions of Section 62 of the Environment Act 1995. 
· Waste: The Preferred Strategy identifies that adequate land will be identified to provide for a network of waste facilities, that the waste hierarchy (prevention/ minimization, re-use, recovery of materials or energy, safe disposal),and that the proximity principle will be implemented. This is supported and no comment is required in response to the Preferred Strategy.
· Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Appraisal/Habitats Regulations Assessment:   The list of neighbouring Plans And Strategies on page 44  that might have effects in combination with the Local Development Plan for Carmarthenshire does not include the Local Development Plan for the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, though the following tables detailing potential in combination effects does include the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park  Local Development Plan.
· At page 54 it is suggested that water resource use be added to the list of potential in combination effects, as this has been identified by the Countryside Council for Wales as a potential effect of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Local Development Plans allocations.
 CE3 Are there clear mechanisms for implementation and monitoring?

· Does the Plan contain realistic targets and milestones which relate to the delivery of policies?   

Comment

· A matter for Carmarthenshire County Council.  

· Is it clear how these are to be measured and how they are liked to the production of an annual monitoring report?   

Comment

· See above.    
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