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THE FOCUS OF YOUR HOME 
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TRADITIONAL DOORS

Traditional doors are the real focus of our buildings, signifying welcome and warmth within to visitors.  Historically across Wales, from terraced cottages to large mansions, these first impressions counted, as testified by  scrubbed doorsteps and gleaming door letterboxes.  
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Save tradition and character

Doors are part of Pembrokeshire’s house building tradition.  From the elegant Georgian designs to the elaborate late Victorian and Edwardian doors, they represent generations of skill and artistry.

Traditional doors,  help give the National Park its special architectural character.  That is why modern replacement doors so often just look ‘wrong’.

Save money and jobs 

Original doors can be repaired and maintained easily and relatively cheaply.  If the door is beyond repair, it can be replaced with a newly made but traditionally styled wooden door, often for less than the cost of a plastic replacement.

In some areas you may be able to get a grant towards the cost of repair or restoration (see Who to contact).

Traditional doors are made and installed by local carpenters, helping to provide jobs in Pembrokeshire.  Increasingly, timber is available from local sustainable sources.  

Save energy and the environment

Well maintained traditional doors will keep your house perfectly warm and dry.  Simple draught-proofing techniques are generally cheap and effective.

Additionally, traditional wooden doors are better for the environment.  Wood is a renewable resource, and unlike plastic and aluminium, is biodegradable.

	Don’t forget – if your house is registered as a Listed Building , you must get Listed Building Consent before you replace or alter the door(s) (see Who to contact)




HISTORY 

Original doors are an instant guide to the age of a building.
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	The oldest doors in Pembrokeshire generally date from about 1750.  At this time, the pattern was usually six-panelled with simple mouldings, sometimes with a simple surround.  In rural buildings, doors were generally of planked or boarded construction, often with locally made strap-hinges.


	[image: image15.jpg]



	More common are doors from the early 1800’s, made during a period of much building activity in the county.  Again, the six-panelled pattern is common with fielded or moulded panels, decorative fanlights and often an elaborate doorcase, often with pediments and  columns and semi-circular fanlights.  Boarded doors are more common in rural dwellings, often with ‘pencil’ mouldings.  
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	Later Victorian doors are generally four-panelled, although doors with two long panels were popular also.  The panels were usually moulded or flush or both.  Door surrounds were usually of  plaster/render rather than timber, fanlights often rectangular rather than arched.  Decorative half-glazed inner doors are common.
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	By 1900, a variety of styles are found, often incorporating glazing and sometimes stained glass.  This fashion continued until the 1930’s.
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	Important too is door furniture.  By the early C19, fine brass doorknobs, letter-plates and knockers were being produced, followed by several Victorian and Edwardian patented designs. The introduction of the postage stamp led to the increased use of letterboxes.
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	And don’t forget the back door – which was often plain and simple with no frills




KEEPING THE TRADITION ALIVE 
With the right doors, new buildings and extensions can help maintain Pembrokeshire’s  special architectural character.

If you are planning a new building or extension, here are the main points to keep in mind

	SHAPE 

Traditional doors are rectangular and always taller than they are wide.  Side glazing is not traditional.
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	GLAZING

Fanlights are traditionally separate to the door.  Glazing is generally confined to the upper panels and never dominates.  
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	POSITION 

Doors are generally centrally or symmetrically placed.
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	COLOUR

Traditionally, doors were painted in strong dark colours to draw the eye – often, the colour matched railings and window frames
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	PORCHES/DOORCASES 

Doors are generally set within porches where they exist.  Doorcases and surrounds are common in towns, either of timber or rendered construction.   
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	MATERIALS

Doors were always traditionally constructed of timber
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The National Park’s Development Control staff will be happy to advise when you are thinking about a new building or extension (see Who to contact).

THE NATIONAL PARK AND TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS 
The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park covers 629km2  (240 square miles) of beautiful landscape, historic towns and villages. 

The National Park Authority works to conserve and enhance the special qualities of this very special area, in partnership with local people.

This document is one of a series produced by the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority and is designed to help people care for traditional buildings.  The series includes advice on stonework, windows, listed buildings and other features.  

WHO TO CONTACT 

National Park staff will be happy to advise on looking after original doors or choosing new ones.

Please contact:
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Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 

Llanion Park
Pembroke Dock

Pembrokeshire

Tel: 0845 345 7275
Fax:  01646 689076
email: pcnp@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk
For advice on original doors and historic

buildings ask for the
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Building Conservation Officer 

For advice on new buildings and extensions,

ask for the

Development Control Officer    

�





�












