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1. Naturally Connected

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority (PCNE&AJred Sustainable Development Fund
support to pilot a new egagement initiativeaimed at tourism businesses who own land within the
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (PCNP).

A consultantecologistvisited each business to conduct
an ecological survey and provitia report containing
advice onwildlife friendly land management practices
Each businesslsoreceived a bespoke report on the
wildlife on their property as well as details information
aboutspecial places andildlife experences in the area
local to them. The report was wten in such a way that
the information was suitable for sharing directly with
visitors.

Theoverallaim of the initiative waso

1 Encourage tourism business to adopt land
management practices that provide suitable
habitats for wildlife

f HelpbusinessesINE Y2 (S f 201 B
visitor activities and experiences that will bring i
benefits to both the environment and also the
business.

We worked with businesses to identifysmall project
aimed at enhancing or interpreting biodiversay their
land. These projects were then implemented with a
smallbudgetand practical supporthrough the National \axcap Fungi in grassland at Liwyngwair Mar
Park Rangers and the Pathways Project

Bvaluationof the project was carried out througdtructured interviews with each participating
business. The projemanager asked a series of questions (see Appendix 1) as a prompt for
feedback and discussion about the project.




2. Practical Projects

SDF Output

7 tourism business owners will have taken part in the project and at least 5 of these
have taken practical action tdenefit biodiversity or improve wildlife interpretation on
their land and will have a greater awareness of the links between the quality natural
environment and land management through personal experience.

Seven businesses took part in the projeat.the request of the SDF panel the approach was tested
with a diversity of businessesd as a result the project included visitor attractions and a variety of
accommodation providers. The project also rangednfthe luxury to the budget end of the

market.

Business Name Location Description
Liwyngwair Manor Newport Large holiday park with extensive grounds alongside the River
Holiday Park Nevern. Pub, Holiday Apartments, Owned Static Caravans, Touri

Caravas and a small number of camping pitches.
http://www.pembrokeshireholidaypark.co.uk/

Bluestone Brewery & | Cilgwyn Visitor Attraction and Brewery based on Tyriet Farm. The brewery
Tyriet Farm closely linked to the farm. Waste water is filtered through the
reedbed before entering the river and cattle are fed waste from th
brewing process. The Brewery is an event venue and visitor
attraction. The farm is of very high value for nature and is é&m
very extensively.

https://www.bluestonebrewing.co.uk/

May Cottage Carnhedryn | Selfcatering Holiday Cottage let through a local ageBt. Brides Bay
Holiday Cottages.
http://www.stbridesbaycottages.com/cottages/slavids/may

cottage.html

Penrhiw Hotel St. Davids | Luxury hotel in old vicarage with grounds. Part of the Twr y Felin
Hotel Group.
https://www.penrhiwhotel.com/
Brandy Brook Roch A small number of owned static caravans and extensive camping
Camping Site pitches.
http://www.brandybrookcampsite.co.uk/index.htm
Picton Castle Rhos Visitor Attractiong Castle and Garden. Sefiitering holiday
accommodation.
https://www.pictoncastle.co.uk/
Manorbier Youth Skrinkle Youth Hostel Accommodation adjacent to our land at Skrinkle Ha

Hostel https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/manorbier
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Each business wagvena report providing recommendations for enhancement of theiddor
wildlife (a sample is provided in Appendix 1).

The projecthen supported six businessés undertakea range ofractical projects to benefit
wildlife and improve interpretation.

Summary of outputs

1 Otter Holt installed

42 animal boxes (birdbat and dormouse) installed
7 Specimenrees planted and protected

75m of hedgerow laid

2ha of Meadow enhanced.

0.04nha of invasive species controlled.

1 Interpretation Board

1 Training course provided

30 Children attended pond dipping events
233Volunteer hours contributed.

1Trail Cameralaced, footage collected and shared with visitors.
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Further details of the projects carriedibwith each business are describleelow.

2.1 Picton Castle

Sixteen years ago the gardeners at Pidiastle converted part of the Castle lawns from a closely
mown amenity grassland into a wildflowdch meadow through implementing traditional
haymeadow management. They were rewarded with the appearance of theigbrghern marsh
orchid last year.

The ecological surveltighlighted the ’ -
importance of this meadow as a rare SR

and declining habitain
Pembrokeshire The challengéor
Picton was to integrate thimeadow Sﬁﬁ'ﬂ';§!ffﬂusucw,3ffigﬂif?n
into the visitor experience of the L
castleand gardens In particular to

to draw attentionto the meadow %
and also to help explain to people ff::;:;’::“m*
why the grass is left long. Naturally SRR
Connected helped fund the design

and purchase of an interpretation

Careful management of this area has created a meadow

board to draw the attention of ./ Picton Castle Meadow llofwidhowers and bzzingwit e and colous
visitors to this vey special and rare
habitat.

Picton Castle meadow Interpretation Board




2.2Bluestone Brewery & Tyriet Farm

Although Otters have made a very goosisgsss
comeback to our rivers they need e
dense vegetation and log piles
alongside to use as resting up and
breeding area. These kinds of places
can still be quite hard to find in the
farmedlandscape, therefore w/took
the opportunity to install a new otter
holt alongside the River Clydach, a et
tributary of the Nevern. North N s VB

volunteer wardens helped to install a nstalling on Otter Holt at Tyriet

recycled fastic prefabricated holt and

carried out some hazel coppicing disguise the holt. We are just waiting for some tenants now.

Because Tyriet is located in the North
Pembrokeshire dormouse hotspot it was a good
opportunity to install 30 new Dormouse boxes
sampling the woodland and hedgerows around the
farm. North volunteer wardens spent half a day
making the boxes and thdmlf a day installing

them on the farm. Volunteers will be checking
these twice a year fagigns of drmice and if
successfutan be added tdNational Dormouse
Monitoring Network Programme (NDMP).

Putting up Dormouse boxes at Tyriet Farm

2.3Brandy Brook Camping Site

One of the key natural features of Brandy Brook
campsite is the abundance ofature and veteran
trees. All of these trees are of a similar age and th
campsite owner was keen to look towards planting _
trees that would shade the next generation of
campers. Ifield trees are not as common as they._
used to beas they are less compatéwith modern |
intensive agriculture; newly planted-field trees
are very scarce indeed so this was a wonderful
opportunity. The project funded 7 standard trees
(2-3 yearsold) along with tree guard® provide
sheep protection when fields are grazedaimter.
The trees were planted by West Ranger lan

Tree planting with Portfield School




Meopham andvolunteers from Portfield Schaol

Some of the hedges on the campsite were planted around3years ago meaning they were ideal
for laying. Laying isteaditional form of hedgerow management which aims to make hedges thick at
the bottom to ensure they are stock progfihich incidentally also makes them better for wildlife.
We chose a hedge along a public footpathich rursthough the campsite for Tom Iggled@nd his
Pathways Volunteer Group tackle. The group wergrateful to local expert hedgelayer Gareth
Evansvho gave his time to show a new style of hedgelaying to add to te@ertoire. There are
several more hedges in need of management at the campghich we hope to tackle in the future.

Hedgelaying at Brandy Brook

2.4 Llwyngwair Manor

The campsite manager received training in
running riverand pond dipping sessions to enable
her to share the wetland habitats at the campsite
with her visitors. The project helped with
purchasing the necessary equipment to allow her
to runthree sessions through the summer which
were popular with visitors antibcals alike.
Sessions were advertised on Facebook and filled
up almost immediately.

On the opposite side of the river the campsite has

a meadow which is used for informal recreation

by campers. This area has huge potential for

development for both wdlife and recreation as

well as extending the environmental education to

grassland habitats. One of the major issues on

this meadow is the presence of Invasive Non ~ Pond dipping at Liwyngwair
Native Species (INNS) Himalayan Balsam and




