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Existing woodland coverage within the LCA 

 
View north along coastline towards Amroth from the permitted footpath at Trevayne. 

This Landscape Character Area (LCA) is characterised by rolling lowland incised by valleys with settlement which 

surrounds the broad Saundersfoot Bay. Woodland comprises 20.6% of the total land cover, of which 56.6% comprises 

broadleaved species. Woodland tends to be associated with stream valleys which flow to the coast. Woodland 

composition varies between the stream valleys, with some comprised of plantation woodland, while others are a mix of 

coniferous and broadleaved species (often including ancient woodland). Common broadleaved species include oak, ash, 

birch, beech, hazel, horse chestnut and sycamore. Plantation woodland has been felled in some areas (some in response 

to ramorum blight, Phytopthera Ramorum, in larch plantations) and is recolonising with broadleaved species (e.g. 

Rhode/Trevayne Wood and Hean Castle Estate). Hean Castle Estate is located to the north-east of Saundersfoot and is 

surrounded by a mix of broadleaved and coniferous woods, with mature parkland trees forming a distinct feature of the 

estate. Scrub habitat is located atop some of the sea cliffs, whilst some coastal areas such as near Amroth support 

stunted broadleaved woodland. The pasture fields located on the undulating land between the stream valleys are enclosed 

by hedges or hedgebanks (with diverse hedgerows including hawthorn, hazel, ash, sycamore and grey willow) with 

frequent mature hedgerow trees (predominantly oak and ash, with many of the ash trees showing signs of ash dieback). 

Coniferous woodland planting is frequently used to visually screen holiday parks, although near Monkstone there are 

areas of young mixed broadleaved woodland. 

Designated features and valued attributes within the LCA 

The focus of this Guide is on the sensitivity and opportunities for woodland creation in relation to landscape character. It can 

only play an advisory role in the weighing of potential benefits of woodland creation against likely impacts on non-woodland 

habitats and cultural heritage assets, which should be considered in more detail at site level. Please refer to the main report 

for more detail. 

Natural heritage  SAC, SPA, SSSI 

NNR, LNR (including Wildlife 

The Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries SAC covers 204.7ha of the LCA 

(11.4%), there is also 8.6ha of SPA designated land (0.5%). 

There are four SSSI in the LCA which cover 189.3ha (10.5%). There 


