Report No. 02/12

Conservation and Planning Review Committee

REPORT OF BUILDING CONSERVATION OFFICER

SUBJECT:

UPDATE REPORT ON BUILDING CONSERVATION
DELEGATED POWERS ON LISTED BUILDINGS

Members may recall in March 2011 resolving to apply to Cadw for delegated powers to process Listed Building Consent applications. It was also resolved to report back on Cadw’s response, as well as the potential for a reciprocal agreement with Pembrokeshire County Council.

A formal application was made to Cadw, which received a favourable response, and the Building Conservation Officer hopes to be awarded formal delegated powers in February or March. Once this is done, we will agree formal reciprocal arrangements with Pembrokeshire County Council, which is likely to focus on short-term arrangements (e.g.in case one officer is on sick leave)

5-YEAR REVIEW OF BUILDINGS AT RISK REGISTER

Members may recall that this Authority commissioned a report from Scott Handley Associates in 2009, which assessed the condition of all 1250 listed buildings within the National Park. The report found that 7.7% were at risk (compared with the national average of 9.6%). Since then, we have liaised with the relevant owners and by January 2011, the figure was reduced to 4.5%. Over the course of the year, this has fallen to 4%.

Whilst this represents progress, buildings are continually under the threat of becoming ‘at risk’ and we are monitoring all 1250 listed buildings on a five-yearly rolling programme. Cadw has proposed undertaking this at their own expense this year on a pan-Wales basis: if in these uncertain times, they are unable to undertake this, we propose to continue the monitoring in-house. Whilst this involves a significant input of time, experience has shown that the survey work can also be a useful chance to have contact with owners of listed buildings.

Progress on the Buildings at Risk register will be illustrated in a power-point presentation.

3-YEAR REVIEW OF CONSERVATION AREAS

In April 2011, Members considered a report on the review of our 14 Conservation Areas in the context of the Authority’s conservation strategy and to consider whether Article 4 Directions need implementation. The latter exist to withdraw certain ‘permitted development rights’ (e.g. the loss of chimneys, inappropriate window replacement) where they cumulatively pose a threat to the character of the Conservation Area. Whilst it was then considered that there was no such threat, it was resolved to set up a three-year rolling programme of reviews to establish what action may be necessary to maintain the integrity of our Conservation Areas.

The review will be based on the last survey proforma as a comparative baseline, rolled out as follows:-

Year 1 – Tenby, Angle, Caldey, St Davids

Year 2 – Newport and Parrog Saundersfoot, Manorbier, Solva

Year 3 – Trevine, Portclew, Caerfarchell, Porthgain, Little Haven

Where Article 4 Directions are considered necessary, a report will be made to Members immediately.

At the April meeting, it was also resolved that the Building Conservation Officer works with the Enforcement Team to identify unauthorized developments and that the appropriate remedial action be taken.  These developments (mostly satellite dishes) have now been identified and appropriate action is being discussed.

CONSERVATION AREA GRANTS.

In line with established protocol, 14 properties were awarded grants, within five of our Conservation Areas. Six are complete, and the remainder are proceeding on time and on budget. A progress report is attached.

The scheme is jointly funded by this Authority and Cadw. Over the last 25 years, Cadw has matched our contribution to the scheme: in the current economic climate, they are unable to confirm whether they can assist for 2012-13. If they cannot, this leaves a core budget of only £50,000 with the potential need for re-evaluating the scheme. Should this be the case, officers will report back to Members.

Members are asked to NOTE the above report.
Background Documents

Report to the National Park Authority on Proposed application to Cadw for delegated powers to process Listed Building Consent applications, March 2011
Report to the Development Management Committee on Conservation Areas Review and the Consideration of Article 4 Directions, April 2011
(For further information, please contact Rob Scourfield, extension 4862 or e-mail robs@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk)
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