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Item 6 - Report on Planning Applications

Application Ref: NP/13/0123
Application Type Full

Grid Ref: SM78942583

Applicant Miss J Simpson

Agent

Proposal Erection of 2 interpretive/information panels
Site Location St Davids Airfield, St Davids, Pembrokeshire
Case Officer Jeff Davis

Summary

This application is brought before the Development Management Committee
as the applicant is the National Park Authority and the proposal is on land
which is within the ownership of the National Park Authority.

Planning permission is sought for the erection of two interpretation/information
panels at St Davids Airfield. The proposal is considered to be an appropriate
form of development at this site and is acceptable in terms of scale, siting and
design as well as all other planning issues. It is also considered to comply
with the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Local Development Plan and

National planning policy.

It is therefore recommended that the application is delegated for permission to
Chief Executive/Director of Park Direction and Planning/the Head of
Development Management on the receipt of no objections from the
outstanding consultees or third party objections by the end of the statutory

consultation period.

Consultee Response

Estates Officer: Supporting
Rights of Way: No objection
Countryside Council for Wales: No objection

Public Response

The application has been advertised through the erection of site notices on
26" March 2013 and no responses have been received at the time of writing
this report. Any responses received past this date will be verbally reported to

the Committee.
Policies considered

Please note that these policies can be viewed on the Policies page
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park website -
http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk/default.asp?PID=549

LDP Policy 01 - National Park Purposes and Duty
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LDP Policy 07 - Countryside

LDP Policy 08 - Special Qualities

LDP Policy 10 - Local Sites of Nature Conservation or Geological Interest
LDP Policy 11 - Protection of Biodiversity

LDP Policy 13 - Historic Landscapes Parks and Gardens

LDP Policy 15 - Conservation of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park
LDP Policy 29 - Sustainable Design

LDP Policy 30 - Amenity

PPWS5 Chapter 03 - Making and Enforcing Planning Decisions

PPWS5 Chapter 04 - Planning for Sustainability

PPW5 Chapter 05 - Conserving and Improving Natural Heritage and the
Coast

PPWS5 Chapter 06 - Conserving the Historic Environment

PPWS5 Chapter 13 - Minimisihg and Managing Environmental Risks and
Pollution

SPGO05 - Sustainable Design

TAN 05 - Nature Conservation and Planning

TAN 07 - Outdoor Advertisement Control

TAN 12 - Design

Officer’s Appraisal
Background

St Davids Airfield was acquired by the National Park Authority in the mid-
1990s and it is now an area open to the public with conservation management
being undertaken to restore wildlife habitats, including an area of lowland wet
heathland. Car parks are situated at the south west and north east corners of
the site from which visitors can access the Airfield. Former runways and hard
surfaces provide pedestrian and cycle routes from which the site can be

enjoyed.
Constraints

CROW Access Open Country

NPA Property — within 25m

Special Area of Conservation — within 500m
Site of Special Scientific Interest — within 50m
Common Land CROW Access

Contaminated Land '

Biodiversity Issue

Historic Landscape

Safeguarding Zone

Rights of Way Inland — within 50m
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Relevant Planning History

e NP/98/410 — Planning permission granted for 4 information panels.

e NP/04/041 - Planning permission granted for a replacement
information panel at the Vachelich entrance.

e NP/06/157 — Planning permission granted for a replacement
information panel at the Vachelich entrance.

Current Proposal

Planning permission is sought for the erection of two interpretation/information
panels at St Davids Airfield. The panels are to be constructed of oak stands
with fibre glass panels which contain information regarding the history of the
site and its current use. They are to be situated at existing car parks near
entrance points to the site, one at the Vachelich entrance and the other at the
eastern (Whitchurch/Caerfarchell) entrance. The Vachelich panel is to replace
an existing interpretation panel, the consent for which has now expired
(temporary consent given with NP/04/041 and NP/06/157). The four
information panels granted consent by application NP/98/410 have now all
been removed. As such, the two panels proposed would be the only ones
within the St Davids Airfield site, should consent be granted.

Key Issues

The application raises the following planning matters:-

Policy and Principle of Development
Scale, Siting and Design

Access

Biodiversity

Other Material Considerations

Policy and Principle of Development:

Policy 1 of the Local Development Plan (LDP) states that development within
the National Park must be compatible with the public understanding and
enjoyment of the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the Park.
Policy 8 of the LDP refers to the special qualities of the National Park and lists
priorities to ensure that these qualities will be protected and enhanced.

The proposed interpretation panels are designed to encourage understanding
and enjoyment of the National Park, providing information regarding the
historical and current use of the Airfield. This is not considered to conflict with
the primary National Park purpose of conserving and enhancing the Park’s
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage. The special qualities of the
National Park are not considered to be detrimentally affected by the proposal.
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As such, the erection of two panels in this location is considered to be
acceptable in principle and in terms of planning policy.

Scale, Siting and Design:

Criterion ‘a’ of Policy 15 and criterion ‘d’ of Policy 30 of the LDP seek to resist
development that would cause significant visual intrusion and Policy 29 seeks
to ensure the sustainable design of all new development within the National
Park. Criterion ‘b’ of Policy 30 aims to resist development that is of an
incompatible scale with its surroundings whilst insensitively and
unsympathetically sited development is resisted by Policy 15 (criterion ‘b’).

The panels are to be situated near to car parks at two entrance points to the
Airfield to provide information for visitors as they arrive. In this respect, their
siting is considered to be acceptable as they do not detract from the natural,
uncluttered character of the Airfield itself. The panels are of an appropriate
scale and design, being constructed of locally sourced timber and are similar
in size and overall design to other interpretation panels within the National

Park.

The proposal is therefore considered to be acceptable in terms of scale, siting
and design.

Access:

The Authority’s Rights of Way Officer was consulted to assess the proposal's
impact on Public Rights of Way within the site, though these were not
considered to be affected.

Part of the application site is designated as CROW Access Common Land
and as such, Pembrokeshire County Council’'s Common Land Officer was
consulted. Additionally, Pembrokeshire County Council's Access Officer was
consulted to assess the panels’ accessibility by disabled visitors. No response
has been received from these consultees at the time of writing this report, so
any responses received after this date will be reported verbally to the

Committee.

The proposal is considered to be acceptable in terms of access, subject to no
adverse comments by outstanding consultees.

Biodiversity:

The Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) was consulted and no adverse
comments were received. Pembrokeshire County Council’s Ecologist was
also consulted although no response has been received at the time of writing

this report.

The proposal is considered to be acceptable in terms of biodiversity, subject
to no adverse comments by outstanding consultees.
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Other Material Considerations:

The application site is within an area of known contaminated land and is also.
within a Historic Landscape so consultations were sent to the relevant
authorities. No responses have been received at the time of writing this report
so any responses received after this date will be reported verbally to the

Committee.

Conclusion

The proposed interpretation panels at this particular site are considered to be
acceptable and do not have an adverse impact on the special qualities of the
National Park in terms of their scale, siting and design. The proposal is also
considered to be acceptable with respect to all other planning matters and as
such, it is recommended for delegated approval subject to conditions and no
objections from the outstanding consultees or third party objections.

Recqmmendation

That the application is delegated for grant of conditional planning permission
to the Chief Executive/Director of Park Direction and Planning/Head of
Development Management on the receipt of no objections from the
outstanding consultees or third party objections by the end of the statutory

consultation period.

Conditions

1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun not later than the
expiration of FIVE YEARS beginning with the date of this permission.

Reason: Required to be imposed pursuant to Section 91 (1) of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out, and thereafter
retained, strictly in accordance with all deposited plans received on 13%
March 2013 and subject to any following conditions.

Reason: To ensure a proper standard of development and appearance
in the interests of conserving the amenities and architectural character
of the area. Policy: LDP 01 ~ National Park Purposes and Duty
(Strategy Policy), LDP 08 — Special Qualities (Strategy Policy), LDP 15
— Conservation of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, LDP 29 —
Sustainable Design (Strategy Policy), LDP 30 — Amenity.
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