DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

(Site Inspections)

11th November 2013
Present:
Mrs G Hayward (Chair)

Mr A Archer, Councillor P Harries, Councillor M James, Councillor O James, Councillor Mrs L Jenkins, Councillor R Kilmister, Councillor RM Lewis, Councillor R Owens and Councillor D Rees 

(Site Inspection: 11.00 a.m. – 12.15 a.m.)

1.
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Mr D Ellis, Ms C Gwyther, Councillor ST Hudson, Councillor Mrs A Lee, Councillor PJ Morgan, Mr EA Sangster, Mrs M Thomas and Councillor M Williams.  
2.
Chairman’s Introduction
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting and reminded them that the purpose of the visit that day was purely to enable Members to acquaint themselves with the site prior to consideration of a report at the next meeting of the Development Management Committee.
3.
Proposed Combined Heat and Power Plant, South Hook LNG, Herbrandston
Following a delayed start due to problems with the bus, the Committee observed a two minute silence to remember those who had given their lives in the service of their country.
The Head of Development Management then explained that the proposal related to a new combined heat and power (CHP) plant to be located on land immediately adjacent to and within the perimeter of the South Hook LNG terminal, and within the National Park.  As the project was for the construction of an on-shore electricity generating station with a capacity in excess of 50 megawatt, it fell to be approved through the system for National Significant Infrastructure Projects.  Members would therefore be considering a report at the next meeting of the Development Management Committee which sought approval of the Local Impact Report and the Authority’s Written Representation on the Proposal.

The CHP Plant would burn natural gas supplied from South Hook LNG to generate electricity and heat.  Heat generated by the CHP Plant would be utilised within South Hook LNG to vaporise the liquefied gas discharged at the terminal, turning it back in to natural gas for distribution to customers.  Some electricity would also be used within the site, with the remainder being transferred to the National Grid.
The Head of Development Management then outlined the main buildings and structures forming the plant, their proposed locations and sizes.  Plans were also distributed to the Committee to illustrate this.  She also explained that the application had been submitted under what was referred to as the ‘Rochdale Envelope’ which set the maximum possible parameters for the development.  Attention was also drawn to the location of the alternative site, currently not the preferred option, which although located outside of the National Park, was on higher ground and therefore likely to have a greater impact.
Discussions on the design aspects of the proposals were continuing, however consideration was being given by the applicants to designing curved roofs and siting the structures sensitively, taking advantage of the topography of the site.

Members were then taken in two vehicles to view the site and to look back across it from the higher ground to the east, however visibility was poor and little could be seen.  On returning to the terminal building, the Committee agreed that due to the poor weather, nothing would be gained from continuing with the proposed programme of visits which had been arranged for Members to see the site from a variety of locations around the Daugleddau.  The Chairman therefore closed the meeting, thanking South Hook LNG for facilitating the Committee’s visit to the site.
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