DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

(Site Inspections)

13th January 2014
Present:
Mrs G Hayward (Chair)

Ms C Gwyther, Councillor P Harries, Councillor M James, Councillor O James, Councillor L Jenkins, Councillor Mrs A Lee, Councillor PJ Morgan, Councillor D Rees, Mrs M Thomas and Councillor M Williams.

(Site Inspection: 10.35 a.m. – 11.55 a.m.)

1.
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Mr A Archer, Mr D Ellis, Councillor S Hudson, Councillor R Kilmister, Councillor RM Lewis, Councillor R Owens and Mr EA Sangster. 
2.
Chairman’s Introduction
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting and reminded them that the purpose of the visit that day was purely to enable Members to acquaint themselves with the application site.  No decision would be made until the planning applications were considered by the Development Management Committee, at its meeting scheduled to be held on the 22nd January 2014.  
3.
Various Planning Applications relating to the ‘Origins’ Project at Castell Henllys Iron Age Fort, Felindre Farchog, Crymych
The Head of Development Management explained that a number of planning and advertisement applications had been made by the National Park Authority in connection with the ‘Origins’ project.  The project aimed to maximise the economic value of heritage and to make sure that Wales’ outstanding heritage was more accessible and enjoyable to visit. 
The funding, which came from the Welsh Government’s Heritage Tourism Project, would support the upgrading and development of Castell Henllys as a regional hub for the origins and prehistory of Wales, together with directional signs and interpretation panels.  In addition the project proposed the installation of interpretation panels/signs at various prehistoric satellite sites throughout the North of the County within the National Park.
The applicant, Mr Phil Roach, outlined the proposals relating to Castell Henllys which involved change of use of the education centre to a visitor centre including exhibition, café and retail space.  Two small extensions were proposed – a plant room for a biomass boiler and a covered porch and surrounding balcony.  The application also included the change of use of Pantglas, the building currently used as a visitor centre, to office and staff use.  In addition an extension to the existing toilet block and erection of a semi-permanent tent structure would provide a dedicated space for educational activities.
Members then viewed the locations of the proposed plant room extension, toilet extension and tented structure; it was explained that the materials would match existing with as much being reused as possible..  The Access and Rights of Way Officer explained that an existing public right of way running through the site would have to be realigned using a diversion order in order to accommodate these extensions.  One Member expressed concern about the proximity of the children’s toilet and changing area to the public footpath and the Head of Development Management advised that this matter should be raised at the Committee Meeting.
[Councillor O James tendered his apologies and left the meeting at this juncture.]

The Authority’s two planning assistants then pointed out the location of proposed signage on the site and entrance drive; a handout illustrating the nature and location of the signs was distributed to Members.  Finally Members viewed the location of the proposed pre-entrance arrival signage adjacent to the A487 from a minibus which drove along that road.
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