CONSERVATION AND PLANNING REVIEW COMMITTEE

28th September 2011

Present:
Mr D Ellis, Councillors JA Brinsden, SL Hancock, PJ Morgan and M Williams

(NPA Offices, Llanion Park, Pembroke Dock: 10.00am – 12.05pm)

1.
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor RN Hancock and Mrs G Hayward.
2.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 20th July 2011 were presented for confirmation and signature.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th July 2011 be confirmed and signed.

3.
Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
It was RESOLVED that the resolution of the National Park Authority made on the 10th August 2011 to elect Mr D Ellis and Councillor M Williams as Chair and Vice-Chair respectively of the Conservation and Planning Review Committee be confirmed.
4.
Performance Report for the First Quarter of the Year 2011/12
The report of the Head of Business Management set out progress during the quarter for the key actions and success measures set out in the Corporate Strategy with regard to Outcomes 1 and 4, as well as some actions and success measures for Outcomes 3, 5 and 8 where these were relevant.  Members asked a variety of questions on subjects including the role of the Authority’s ‘Conserving the Park’ project and the problems of collecting data on indicators such as numbers of particular species’ and the quality of planning applications.  
NOTED.

5.
Format of Future Meetings
The Director of Conservation and Planning circulated a suggested list of items to be considered at future meetings of the Committee – both standing items and those to be reviewed over a twelve month cycle.  There was some discussion with regard to the role of the Conservation Area Grants Panel and whether the need for it had ceased given the suggestion that this Committee receive updates/review progress on historic building grants.  The Chief Executive agreed to look at the remit of that Panel and to report back to the next meeting of the Committee with a suggested way forward.  It was also agreed that the work of the Woodland Team should be included within the list of areas to review over the course of the year.  Mr D Ellis suggested that other work should include the preparation of SPG on buildings constructed before 1900, and he offered to produce an outline for discussion at the next meeting.  However the Director pointed out that the Authority did not have jurisdiction over the maintenance of buildings and therefore the ability of such Guidance to influence owners was limited.  The problem of the proliferation of signs and the impact of overhead powerlines, lighting, etc on the National Park was also raised.  The Chief Executive suggested that officers could identify the relevant policies and then any gaps in policy could be established which could be addressed.
It was RESOLVED that the list of items to be considered over the forthcoming year be agreed with the inclusion of a report on woodlands.  A report on the future of the Conservation Area Grants Panel would also be considered at the next meeting.

6.
Ffynnon Presentation
The Head of Business Management explained that Ffynnon was a pan-Wales system that could be used to monitor performance, whereby data was entered only once but could be viewed by a number of people in different ways for monitoring purposes.  It had initially been made available by the Welsh Government to local authorities, but had now been extended to Police Authorities, Fire Authorities and Housing Associations.  At present more than 20 staff within the organisation were inputting data.  A demonstration of the package showing measures relating to conservation and planning was then given.  The Head of Business Management explained that targets and tolerances could be set and automatic warnings generated if these thresholds were not met or were exceeded.  He noted that as this was a web-based system, data could be shared with other organisations which allowed benchmarking, and data on planning was being shared among the three Welsh National Parks in this way.  It was hope that this would be extended to allow comparison with other Welsh Authorities in future.
Members thanked the Head of Business Management for his presentation.
NOTED.
COMPLETE ACTIONS DATABASE
Nolton- horses

Lunch time training for Members

Welsh Water – prohibitions on development in eg Dinas Cross
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