NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
(Extraordinary Meeting)
16th November, 2011
Present:
Councillor JA Brinsden (Chairman)

Ms C Gwyther, Mrs G Hayward and Mrs F Lanc, Messrs D Ellis, R Howells and Mr EA Sangster; Councillors JS Allen-Mirehouse, ML Evans, RN Hancock, SL Hancock, M James, RM Lewis, PJ Morgan and M Williams.

(NPA Offices, Llanion Park, Pembroke Dock: 11.35a.m. – 11.50a.m.)

1.
Apologies


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors RR Evans, HM George and WL Raymond.
2.
Disclosures of interest


No disclosures of interest were received.

3.
Welsh Government Consultation – Improving the Planning Appeal Process 

Members were reminded that the Welsh Government had consulted all Local Planning Authorities on proposed changes to the planning appeal process which were aimed at simplifying the present system and ensuring better service delivery.  The purpose of the report before Members that day was to seek endorsement of the Authority’s draft response to the consultation.


The Head of Development Management outlined the main changes proposed:

a) the introduction of a fast track system for householder appeals;
b) to enable the Planning Inspectorate to determine the appeal method for each case (i.e. written representation, hearing or inquiry) based on specific criteria;
c) to extend the costs regime to written representation appeals;
d) to simplify the procedure for correcting errors in appeal decisions;
e) to transfer authority to Inspectors to determine appeals involving old minerals permissions;
f) to change the arrangements for payment of enforcement application fees so the whole fee was payable to the Local Planning Authority;
g) to require Statements of Common Ground to be submitted earlier, and
h) to introduce a formal process for undertaking bespoke time tables for complex inquiries.


She went on to say that the proposed changes were to be welcomed in the main, although there was need for further clarification on some points, the details of which were set out in the report and appendix.

It was RESOLVED that Members endorse the draft response to the Welsh Government’s consultation on improving the planning appeal process as set out in Annex A to the report of the Head of Development Management.
4.
Proposed Undergrounding of Existing Overhead Utility Supplies at St Non’s

The report set out details of the proposed undergrounding of overhead utility supplies at St Non’s.  The Estates Officer explained that Western Power Distribution had allocated a sum of £1m within their current 5 year business plan to underground sections of their existing overhead electrical supply network which were considered the most damaging to the special qualities of protected landscapes.  As this was a relatively small sum of money the selection criteria had been set at a very high level to achieve the best outcomes and he was recommending St Non’s to Western Power’s Undergrounding Initiatives Panel as the next area to be completed. 

He added that the scheme represented an outstanding opportunity to achieve permanent landscape benefits in one of the Park’s most iconic and publicly accessible locations via the mechanism of external funding.

Members welcomed the scheme and enquired as to whether there were any further schemes being proposed.  The Estates Officer advised that there was a limit to the funding available, but he would be proposing two further schemes for consideration – one at Caerfarchell and one on Caldey Island.  

Members then thanked the Estates Officer and his colleagues for all the hard work they had put into the scheme and the Estates Officer wished to thank the Authority’s Recreation Management staff who had helped enormously through their local knowledge to enable him to put schemes forward for consideration.


It was RESOLVED that Members endorse the opinion of officers as set out in the report and in the Selection Criteria paper and authorise their ongoing work towards securing the delivery of an undergrounding scheme at St Non’s as soon as was reasonably possible.
5.
Presentation to retiring Members


The Chairman presented Mrs Fiona Lanc and Mr Richard Howells, who were both retiring from the Authority on the 30th November 2011, with a small gift to mark their last meeting and in appreciation of their contributions to the work of the Authority. 

____________________________________________________________________
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