Report No. 20/11

National Park Authority
REPORT OF THE WOODLAND OFFICER

SUBJECT:

A PROPOSED PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH THE OWNERS OF ALLT PONTFAEN WOODLAND GROUP 
Purpose of Report

Approval is sought to progress a Partnership Agreement with the owners of Allt Pontfaen Woodland Group in the Gwaun Valley.  This will enable PCNPA to bid for, administer and claim grant aid from the Forestry Commission to continue to manage the site.

Introduction

Allt Pontfaen Woodland Group is some 50+ hectares of ancient woodland situated in the Gwaun Valley that is part of the North Pembrokeshire Woodlands Special Area of Conservation.  PCNPA took the site on in 1971, when an informal lease was agreed that effectively deflected the owners from an agreement with the Forestry Commission that would have allowed replanting of the site with conifers.  PCNPA have been managing the woodland for access, landscape and biodiversity objectives ever since.

Background

The informal lease which was based on a letter dating back to 1971 is no longer operative as it was felt the rental payments that this involved were inappropriate considering the input from PCNPA.  More recently the site has been managed on the basis of an agreed management plan allowing PCNPA to manage the site for landscape, biodiversity and access with no rental payment to the owners.  Since the advent of the Forestry Commission grant scheme Better Woodlands for Wales (BWW) tighter constraints on grant payments have made it impossible for PCNPA to continue to receive grant aid without a more formal arrangement.  The owners themselves do not want to get involved in the delivery or administration of grant aid and the Forestry Commission has suggested a simple Partnership Agreement would suffice to cover all parties’ liabilities.

The partnership agreement has therefore been drawn up to reflect the requirements to enable the Owners to delegate management and grant administration to PCNPA to satisfy funding regulation.  

Context

PCNPA manage more than 200 hectares (500 acres) of woodland in and around the Gwaun Valley.  The woodland is owned, leased or managed by the Woodland Team to deliver biodiversity action plan, landscape and access objectives.  Allt Pontfaen Woodland Group is a core area of designated ancient semi-natural woodland with associated species such as dormice, lichens and bryophytes that are also internationally important.  Management of the suite of sites enables PCNPA to both demonstrate best practice through implementation of agreed management plans and ensure that best use is made of any timber that is extracted from site.  

Options

Without this agreement PCNPA will not be able to access grant aid, this is likely to be a loss to the Authority of around £1,500 per annum.

Financial considerations

We already have a budget identified for Allt Pontfaen of approximately £2,000 per annum.  The site has formed part of the suite of sites that PCNPA developed the Woodland Team to manage for both biodiversity and where possible timber production.  These sites have just started to provide material suitable for cleft oak fencing and the Woodland team now produce an income of £5-6,000 per annum producing oak fencing materials

Risk considerations

This agreement should limit risk to the Authority by limiting liability to boundaries, drainage and any land slippage as stated in the agreement. The Authority Solicitor, David Prescott has agreed with the wording of this agreement.

Conclusion

This agreement is required to ensure PCNPA can continue to deliver appropriate management for this site.  The owners are absentee landlords and have agreed with the principle and content of this agreement.  

Recommendation

That the Agreement is progressed as the basis on which PCNPA manage the site and administer grant aid.
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