SDF GRANT ASSESSMENT PANEL

19th January 2011
Present:
Mr EA Sangster (Chairman)


Councillors RM Lewis and M Williams; Mmes W Marmara, V Moller and A Robinson and Mr R Smith.
(National Park Offices, Llanion Park, Pembroke Dock: 10.00a.m. – 12.00p.m.)

1.
Appointment of Vice-Chairman

It was RESOLVED that Councillor RM Lewis be elected Vice-Chairman.
3.
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors HM George and ML Evans, Mr R Ayre and Mrs S Hughes.
4.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on the 17th November 2010 were presented for confirmation and signature.
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 17th November 2010 be confirmed and signed.
5.
Sustainable Development Fund Update Report
The Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) Administrator updated the Panel on a number of previously approved projects which had been cancelled or delayed and therefore under spent.  SDF 0287 Timber Heat Treatment (Pembrokeshire Timber) had been cancelled and the £83,000 committed to the project was therefore identified as underspend.  Two further projects – SDF 0296 Wildfuel (Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales) and SDF 0301 Prototype Far Offshore Floating Wind turbine (Far Offshore Renewables) – were still subject to delays and the details and implications of these was set out in the report.  Finally SDF 0298 The People’s Power Station (West Wales Eco Centre) were unable to make up their underspend of £11,548.74 against cashflow estimate for 2010/11 to date.  This money will therefore not be drawn down
It had been confirmed by the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) that the Authority would not be permitted to draw down any underspent money that would not be paid to projects before the end of the financial year.  This had obvious impacts for the projects concerned and significant consequences for administration of the fund finances.  A synopsis of the Fund’s current financial position was appended to the report, but in summary WAG had confirmed that there was £98,000 of funding available for new projects in 2010/11 as long as this could be spent during the financial year. There is no funding  available for new projects in 2011/12.
Three projects were before the Panel for consideration that day and officers advised that any recommendation of project approval be only given subject to sufficient funding being available.

With regard to the Little Green Grant, which was administered by the Pembrokeshire Association of Voluntary Services, it was reported that it was unfortunate but understandable that the funding allocated in 2011/12 had been reduced from £6000 to £3000 because recently there had been a noticeable increase in the level of interest and enquiries about the grant. 
Panel Members were unhappy that money allocated to committed projects could not be carried forward if the spend profile of the project changed, and that projects might have to be abandoned part way through due to loss of funds and consequently money would be wasted.  In addition, projects that were planned to be carried over more than one year could no longer be guaranteed funding for subsequent years.  This could potentially affect the quality, scale and sustainable benefits of project applications received. They suggested that a meeting be sought with Jane Davidson, the Minister responsible for Sustainability, as a matter of urgency, and that the letter be copied to the other AMs whose Electoral Divisions covered Pembrokeshire.

It was AGREED that the report of the SDF Administrator be adopted, but that following a meeting with WAG on 26th January 2011 a meeting be sought with the Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing as a matter of urgency, to discuss the situation
7.
Applications for funding under the Sustainable Development Fund

The Assessment Panel considered three applications for funding under the Sustainable Development Fund.  The applications were considered in detail against Welsh Assembly Government and Panel criteria, following a brief presentation by two of the project applicants. 
	Ref No
	Project Name
	Presentation by
	Organisation



	SDF 0308
	Training Skills for the Management and Maintenance of Woodland and Wetland Habitats
	No presentation was given
	Pembroke 21C Community Interest Company

	SDF 0309
	Bee Farm, Building at Coedcanlas
	Nick Tonkin
	The Wild Honey Co

	SDF 0310
	Traditional Housing Energy Answers (THE Answers)
	Tim Brew
	West Wales ECO Centre


It was AGREED that the Chief Executive (National Park Officer) be recommended to approve SDF 0309 Bee Farm, Building at Coedcanlas.   The SDF Administrator advised that because funding would be given to an “undertaking” engaged in economic commercial activity, funding would be offered under De Minimus Regulation 1998/2006. This Regulation permits small amounts of aid (not exceeding €200,00 over any period of three fiscal years) which does not count as State Aid. 
It was further AGREED that the Chief Executive (National Park Officer) be recommended to refuse:
a) 
SDF 0308 Training Skills for the Management and Maintenance of Woodland and Wetland Habitats because whilst they would like to support the project there was currently insufficient funding available and they would like to give the applicant the opportunity to explore different options to proceed given the project progress to date. It was suggested that the applicants speak to Pembrokeshire County Council and Coed Cymru to see if there was scope for joint working which would allow the project could move forward with its confirmed funding.
b) SDF 0310 Traditional Housing Energy Answers (THE Answers) as there was insufficient money and concern had been expressed at the cost effectiveness of the money requested, despite the body of evidence that would be produced.
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